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The Rushdie computers?

Wasn’t that, like, TEN YEARS 

ago??!

Will she notice if I sneak out for 

coffee?





 Reflecting on how Emory’s initial approach to digital archives has fared 

over these last eleven years and what it can teach us as we make plans 

for its future.



THE SALMAN RUSHDIE DIGITAL ARCHIVES:

The access layer designed to allow our researchers to search, 

browse, and view Rushdie’s born-digital material.



 Powerbook 5400

 Powerbook 5300c

 Powerbook G3 x 2

 Firelite extrenal

drive



 Respect the hybrid nature of the collection

 Balance the needs of both the donor and researchers

 Provide an authentic research experience





What do our researchers want?

What do we make available to researchers? 

How best can we integrate the processing of hybrid collections in order to 

support their use?





 Complete the transition from project to program

 Planning for upcoming deployment of Hydra at Emory Libraries







“Early in the post-February development process, we need to revisit some 

decisions made in haste and recover engineering best practices where they were 

Intentionally left behind to speed immediate development.”



What decisions were made in haste?

Which best practices were intentionally left behind and what were the

implications of that?
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Forensic disk images:

 Powerbook 5400

 Powerbook 5300c

 Powerbook G3 x 2

 Firelite external drive

Database application

Apache SOLR

Access copies of files 

(PDF)









How does this inform our plans as we prepare for the implementation of a new 

Hydra repository and (eventually—we hope!) a new access layer that will deliver 

all of our processed born-digital content?



Clear and comprehensive documentation:

• Documenting policies and workflows

• Documenting testing

• Documenting code

• Implementing a strategy for how documentation will be shared, updated, 

and tracked

A shared vocabulary

Extensibility and sustainability



Thank you!
dorothy.waugh@emory.edu 


